


Morehead Hills



          When Ze Walk aboXW someoneµs arriYal±ZheWher a YisiW from a relaWiYe or a
celebriW\ WoXr±Ze e[pecW WhaW person Wo come Wo a place. We prepare b\ cleaning
oXr home, fi[ing a meal, or, for larger-scale arriYals, creaWing Wraffic floZ plans,
floZer arrangemenWs, and seaWing charWs. OXr preparaWions are XniqXe Wo Whe place
Zhere Whe gXesW is arriYing. 
        AdYenW is a season Wo celebraWe Whe coming of ChrisW in oXr midsW. BXW ofWen
Zhen Ze reflecW on AdYenW, Ze Walk aboXW ChrisWµs coming in Whe absWracW. We
consider hoZ JesXs came for all people and places, and oXr pra\er books and
deYoWionals reflecW Whis broad message of Whe incarnaWion. Indeed, ChrisW came for
Whe Zhole Zorld, bXW in oXr efforW Wo conYe\ his XniYersal coming, Ze oYerlook iWs
parWicXlariWies. JesXs Zas born in BeWhlehem Wo a JeZish Zoman named Mar\, and
he Zas raised in Whe small WoZn of Na]areWh in Galilee dXring Whe Roman Empire.
None of Whese deWails are incidenWal.
        ChrisWµs reign is sWill coming, and JesXs Zill one da\ come again. BXW his reign
doesnµW become YagXe and geographicall\ amorphoXs Zhen iW goes be\ond Whe
concreWeness of Na]areWh. JesXs comes Wo oXr parWicXlar Wime and place noZ. To
pXW iW plainl\: AdYenW is a Wime of ChrisWµs coming Wo DXrham. IWµs noW jXsW an
e[pecWaWion; iWµs a longing, sWirring Xs Wo lamenW Whe brokenness in oXr ciW\ and hope
for ChrisWµs neZ realiW\ of peace and jXsWice Wo come Wo oXr neighborhoods, oXr
families, oXr local goYernmenW, oXr bXsinesses, and oXr landscape.  
      We hope Whis deYoWional Zill groXnd \oX in DXrham dXring Whis AdYenW season.
And as \oX deepen \oXr rooWs, ma\ \oX encoXnWer Whe God Zho is in Whe deWails,
Zho cares aboXW Whe smallesW pebble in Whe Eno RiYer. The reflecWions are ZriWWen b\
sainWs Zho haYe liYed in DXrham and haYe loYed oXr ciW\ ZiWh Wheir hearWs and Wheir
liYes. Thank \oX for Waking Wime Wo lisWen Wo Whe sWories aroXnd \oX. Ma\ \oX be
Wransformed b\ Wheir ZiWness as Whe\ inYiWe \oX Wo discoYer hoZ ChrisW has come, is
coming, and Zill come again in oXr midsW.



MaUk 13:24-37
As a commXniW\ minisWer,  parW  of  m\ Zork is deepl\
knoZing DXrhamµs sWor ies±iWs blXes, ja]] r i f fs,  fo lk
melodies,  and gospel  W radi W ion,  Whese commXniW\
rh\Whms in groXp meeW ings and in cof fee shops, or
aW  cookoXWs Zi Wh neighbors.  I  feel  Whe s\ncopaW ion
Zhen m\ feeW WoXch Whe paYemenW of  a place Zhere
enslaYed people once sWood, and Zhere oXr near
ancesWors marched for f reedom. In Whe midsW  of  Wh is
s\mphonic cacophon\, aW  Whe corner of  Carrol l  and
Yance\, jXsW  oYer a block aZa\ from m\ of f ice,
near PaXl i  MXrra\µs hoXse and FirsW  CalYar\
BapW isW  ChXrch, remains Whe XnassXming YesW ige of
a chimne\±seemingl\ forgoWWen in W ime and
deYelopmenW.  I  pra\ aW  WhaW  corner±I repenW,  I
lamenW,  I  of fer  praise,  and I  re-cenWer m\ discipl ine
of hope.

ThaW remnanW once hoXsed a hXsh harbor Zhere
Black Chr isW ians meW in secreW  Wo Zorship.  In Whe
hisWor ical l\ Zhi We cemeWer\ nearb\, MapleZood,
resW  JXl ian Carr ,  ConfederaWe soldiers,  and oWher
prominenW people±ofWen Zhi We sXpremacisWs±Zho
harmed Whe Black DXrhamiWes.  ThoXgh Whose ZhiWe
sXpremacisWs ma\ be dead noZ, man\ of  Wheir
ideas are sW i l l  l iY ing.  BXW FirsW  CalYar\±Whe hXsh
harbor 130 \ears laWer±is sW i l l  s Wanding proXdl\
r ighW  ne[W Wo WhaW  cemeWer\.  This sWor\ pXWs me in a
praise break eYer\ W ime I  Wh ink aboXW i W .         

Toda\, Whe sXn is darkened. We are in hard W imes.
BXW Scr ipWXre We l ls  Xs Wo look for  Whe neZ groZWh on
Whe f ig W ree, Wo remember WhaW Whe Son of  Man is
coming in greaW poZer and glor\.  We do noW knoZ
Zhen God is coming, bXW Ze do knoZ WhaW God is
coming, and Ze are Wo acW iYel\ look.  L iYe in hope.
EYen as Ze ZaiW ,  oXr God and oXr ancesWral
her i Wages are al l  aroXnd Xs.  We can jo in Whe
rh\Whms of  Wh is c i W\,  Zai W ing on baWed breaWh for  oXr
Lord,  and remember WhaW WhroXgh Whe pain,  Whe
sXffer ing,  Whe isolaW ion,  God is Zi Wh Xs and Where is
a Za\ WhroXgh. LeW Xs be Yig i lanW  in oXr hope.

DoZnWoZn

DoZnWoZn



When I picWXre JesXs presenW ZiWh Whe YeWeran in
Whe orange YesW on Whe corner asking for mone\,
I see WhaW man differenWl\. When I Whink aboXW
Zhich parWs of DXrham JesXs ZoXld freqXenW if
he Zere here in Whe flesh, I Zonder hoZ Whose
places mighW be Wransformed b\ his presence.
WhaW kind of croZd mighW JesXs gaWher aW Whe
corner of FosWer and Geer SWreeWs, or in EasW
DXrham, or sWanding ne[W Wo Major Whe BXll?
When I imagine JesXs Zalking inWo m\ liYing
room Zhile m\ WZo roZd\ bo\s are ZresWling on
Whe rXg, peace Zashes oYer me and I caWch a
glimpse of resWoraWion and reneZal in Whe midsW
of Whe chaos.
 
In Whis AdYenW season leW Xs noW hope WhaW God
ZoXld Wake Xs aZa\ from all Whe brokenness of
Whis Zorld. LeW Xs hope insWead WhaW God ZoXld
come doZn Wo bring healing, peace and
resWoraWion Wo oXr homes, oXr ciW\ and Whis Zorld
WhaW God loYes.

OH THAT
æOU àOULD

REND THE
HEAVENS

AND COME
DOàNث

IȺƊڡ ǞƊǘ بׄ׆ ׁ

This pra\er foXnd in Isaiah pleads ZiWh Whe Lord
Wo come doZn, Wo make Whe moXnWains Wremble
and Whe naWions qXake. This pra\er
resonaWes ZiWh me Woda\. All WhaW 2020 has
broXghW makes me ZanW JesXs Wo come and seW
eYer\Whing righW±righW noZ.
 
WaWching and ZaiWing for God Wo come doZn is
differenW from anWicipaWing going Xp Wo heaYen
someda\. We ofWen Whink of heaYen as some
oWher place WhaW Ze Zill enWer in some fXWXre
Wime. Looking forZard Wo heaYen ofWen
means disconnecWing from Whe pain and
brokenness of oXr Zorld. BXW pra\ing for God Wo
come doZn±ZaWching and ZaiWing for JesXs Wo
come back Wo Whis Zorld±keeps Xs groXnded in
Whe here and noZ. 

Pra\ing for God Wo come doZn helps me loYe Whe
people and places WhaW God loYes more, eYen in
Wheir brokenness.

EasW DXrham



       MaUk 13:24-37
Iµm ZriWing Whis reflecWion Zhile siWWing oXWside on a dark, cloXd\ and Zind\ morning.
Thereµs \eW anoWher Wropical sWorm raging WhroXgh Whe GXlf CoasW. The Wropical sWorm is
named ZeWa and as of Whis morning Where are oYer 2 million poZer oXWages. Iµll admiW IµYe
been looking Xp in Whe sk\ qXiWe ofWen Whis \ear Zondering if I mighW see JesXs cracking
Whe cloXds ZiWh all poZer in his hands. IµYe honesWl\ Zondered aboXW God Waking me Wo
Godµs heaYenl\ home giYen iWs descripWion (cf. ReY 22:1-7) and ZhaW Zeµre e[periencing
on planeW earWh Whis \ear. 
        HoZeYer, I ZanW Wo liYe Wo see aW leasW anoWher fXll generaWion and possibl\ hold m\
grandchild(ren). Toda\µs We[W offers Xs mXch Wo ponder in Werms of Whe earWhµs poZer. We
see Whe sXn, moon, sWars, Zinds and eYen Whe Xnseen heaYens are desWined Wo pass
aZa\. YeW, Ze are encoXraged Wo ZaWch and keep aZake! ²For When Whe\ Zill see ´Whe
Son of Man coming in Whe cloXdsµ ZiWh greaW poZer and glor\.³ 
        I am graWefXl be\ond measXre Wo be Whe 3rd or 4Wh generaWion of m\ famil\ liYing in
NC and DXrham in parWicXlar. I coXld be accXsed of haYing rose-colored lenses Zhen iW
comes Wo seeing more beaXW\ in oXr ciW\ Whan I see Whe bad. I accepW Whe accXsaWion and
keep on ZaWching for Whe One Zho is Whe Alpha and Whe Omega and WrXl\ has all poZer
in hand. I choose Wo see Whe Lill\ of Whe Valle\, The BrighW and Morning SWar, The Prince
of Peace and in m\ hearW and mind iWµs Whe onl\ Za\ I ZanW Wo sXrYiYe Whese raging
sWorms of life of Whis \ear and Whe \ears Wo come. Come, Lord JesXs! The grace of Whe
Lord JesXs be ZiWh \oX all.

DXke HomesWead



I remember Ha\Wi, a commXniW\ in
1960s DXrham Zhere Whe onl\ Wime I
crossed Whe railroad Wracks Zas for m\
grandmoWherµs seZing sXpplies. We had
all Whe necessar\ insWiWXWions for oXr
spiriWXal, ph\sical, menWal, and social
Zell-being. We Zere self-sXfficienW.
Thenªa highZa\ came WhroXgh and
desWro\ed oXr commXniW\ and noZ Ze
look back and moXrn. And Whe hiWs jXsW
keep coming±neZ residences are
being bXilW in beloYed Ha\Wi WhaW Whe
cXrrenW residenWs canµW afford. 

Isaiah 35:1-10 Walks aboXW a Zilderness
and a dr\ land WhaW shall be glad once
again, hearWs WhaW shall once again
rejoice, WriXmphanW in Whe God Zho
caXses Xs Wo Zalk in Whe Za\ of
holiness.

The parched land shall be a pool (Y.7),
a riYer WhaW makes glad Whe ciW\ of oXr
God (Psalm 46:4). Iµm pra\ing for
Fa\eWWe Place, a loZ-income hoXsing
deYelopmenW WhaW Zill be hope for Whe
commXniW\. Ha\Wi ma\ neYer reWXrn Wo iWs
former glor\, bXW iW does noW need Wo resW
in Whe brokenness in Zhich iW cXrrenWl\
lies. As Ze ZaiW for Whe coming of a
babe, Whe SaYior of Whe Zhole Zorld,
²sWir Xp \oXr poZer, O Lord, and ZiWh
greaW mighW come among Xs³ (Book of
Common Pra\er) Zhere Whe Zilderness
and Whe dr\ land shall once again be
glad. Ma\ Ze remember ZhaW once Zas
and e[pecW ZhaW is Wo come. Ha\Wi once
again shall rejoice aW Whe bXilding of
Fa\eWWe Place.

Ha\Wi HeriWage CenWer



I  am rob Belcher and m\ ref lecW ions are
al l  oYer Whe place Wo be honesW. . . I  am a
Yer\ passionaWe \oXng man WhaW ZanWs Wo
see people Zin mosW l\ becaXse of  hoZ
mXch I  haYe losW . .  i Ws  l ike I 'Ye alZa\s
been a fan of  Whe Xnder dog.. .and I 'Ye
alZa\s been Whe Xnder dog.. .so aW  some
poinW  in m\ l i fe I  made a decis ion Wo
neYer leW  an\one haYe Whe e[per iences
WhaW I  d id.  I  sWarWed m\ organi]aW ion af Wer
Zorking for a pr ior  organi]aW ion in
DXrham WhaW did almosW Whe same Whing,
bXW me being me I  ZanWed Wo do Whings
r ighW  and I  d idn' W  ZanW an\ skeleWons in
m\ closeW,  so Wh is kepW me aW  odds ZiWh
m\ coZorkers Zho didn' W  share Whe same
passion as me ZholehearWedl\.  I  real l\
ZanW Wo see DXrham change bXW Wo be
honesW i W 's  mosW l\ f inancial .  I  need fXnds
Wo help Whe people Zho are oXW here
commiW W ing Whese cr imes. I  need help Wo
help Whe people WhaW acWXal l\ ZanW help! !

RRb BelcheU iV Whe leadeU Rf Chance2Change, a
nRnSURfiW RUgani]aWiRn WhaW fRcXVeV Rn SURdXcing
Ueal anVZeUV fRU iVVXeV and cRnflicWV in RXU
cRmmXniW\ WRda\. ThiV RUgani]aWiRn aVViVWV ZiWh
SRYeUW\, VchRRl enURllmenW, menWal healWh, YiRlence
inWeUYenWiRn, jRb SlacemenW & cRmmXniW\ RXWUeach
fRU kidV.

DoZnWoZn 



   Charles Marsh, co-aXWhor of Whe book WelcRming JXVWice he
ZroWe ZiWh Dr. John Perkins, Wells Whe sWor\ of his encoXnWer ZiWh
Whe laWe CiYil RighWs leader VicWoria Gra\ Adams, a
conWemporar\ of Fannie LoX Hamer and field secreWar\ for Whe
SWXdenW NonYiolenW CoordinaWing CommiWWee. ShorWl\ before she
passed aZa\ in 2006, Mrs. Adams Zas in conYersaWion ZiWh
Marsh and a groXp of \oXng JesXs folloZers Zho desired Wo liYe
oXW Whe principles of jXsWice and loYe laid oXW in scripWXre.
Yearning Wo glean from her Zisdom, Whe groXp asked µZhaW is Whe
mission of Whe CiYil RighWs MoYemenW Woda\?µ WiWhoXW hesiWaWing
she responded "IW is learning Wo speak Whe langXage of peace". 
    2020 has noW been a peacefXl \ear. HosWiliW\ seems Wo haYe
been ZaiWing aroXnd eYer\ corner and in eYer\ neZs c\cle.
CommXniWies haYe been fracWXred. RelaWionships haYe been
sWrained. S\sWems haYe \eW again failed Whe mosW marginali]ed
and YXlnerable among Xs. And \eW, iW is againsW sXch a dark
backdrop WhaW Whe WrXWh of Ephesians 2 shines more brighWl\ Whan
eYer inWo m\ soXl: ²he came and preached peace Wo \oX Zho
Zere far off and peace Wo Whose Zho Zere near.³ In a Zorld Worn
aparW b\ Yiolence and hosWiliW\, JesXs came Wo make peace.
Those Zords Zere WrXe 2,000 \ears ago, and Whe\ remain jXsW as
WrXe Woda\. And WhaW WrXWh giYes me hope, especiall\ Zhen I see
JesXs folloZers here in DXrham speaking Whe langXage of peace
Woda\--loYing Wheir neighbors in boWh Zord and in deed--speaking
langXage infXsed ZiWh a hope ²Wo Whose Zho are far off and Whose
Zho are near.³ Peace implies a relaWionship resWored, and
relaWionships reqXire pro[imiW\. 
   AdYenW season proYides Xs an opporWXniW\ Wo reflecW and
remember--remember hoZ ChrisW enWered oXr Zorld and goW
pro[imaWe Wo Xs in oXr pain and brokenness, Waking WhaW pain on
himself so WhaW Ze coXld be resWored and be aW peace ZiWh God
and aW peace ZiWh one anoWher. This AdYenW season, ma\ Ze
lean inWo Whis sWor\ of pain and peace in oXr oZn liYes, and look
for Za\s Wo lean inWo Whe pain and brokenness in Whe liYes of oXr
neighbors so Ze can discoYer hoZ God is aW Zork all aroXnd Xs,
shining lighW inWo darkness sWill. This ChrisWmas, ma\ Ze learn Wo
speak Whe langXage of peace WhaW embodies Whe sacrifice of Whe
XlWimaWe Peacemaker.

²BXW noZ in ChrisW JesXs \oX Zho once Zere far off haYe been broXghW near
b\ Whe blood of ChrisW. For he himself is oXr peace, Zho has made Xs boWh

one and has broken doZn in his flesh Whe diYiding Zall of hosWiliW\ b\
abolishing Whe laZ of Whe commandmenWs e[pressed in ordinances, WhaW he
mighW creaWe in himself one neZ man in place of Whe WZo, so making peace,
and mighW reconcile Xs boWh Wo God in one bod\ WhroXgh Whe cross, Whereb\
killing Whe hosWiliW\. And he came and preached peace Wo \oX Zho Zere far

off and peace Wo Whose Zho Zere near. For WhroXgh him Ze boWh haYe
access in one SpiriW Wo Whe FaWher.³

-ESKHVLDQV 2:13-17



AdYenW is a season of longing. We find oXrselYes, in
Whe Zords of Whe Zell-knoZn h\mn, ²in capWiYe Israel,³
feeling Whe ZeighW of injXsWice and diYision WhaW keeps
Xs from knoZing Whe fXllness and floXrishing of life as
God inWended. In DXrham, hisWoric pracWices of
segregaWion and redlining, and noZ genWrificaWion, haYe
led Wo hoXsing insecXriW\ for man\. OXr local schools
are ofWen segregaWed and perpeWXall\ Xnder-resoXrced.
The healWh and economic conseqXences of COVID-19
haYe disproporWionall\ hXrW DXrhamµs mosW YXlnerable
residenWs. One XnforWXnaWe resXlW of Whese ineqXiWies is
increasing Yiolence in oXr ciW\. As QXaker Weacher and
aXWhor Parker Palmer noWes, ²Yiolence is ZhaW happens
Zhen Ze donµW knoZ ZhaW Wo do ZiWh oXr sXffering.³

And \eW, AdYenW is also a season of hope. The h\mn
ends ZiWh Whe e[horWaWion, ²Rejoice! Rejoice!
EmmanXel has come Wo Whee O Israel.³ In DXrham, I
see EmmanXel, God-ZiWh-Xs, aW Zork bringing
²sWeadfasW loYe and faiWhfXlness³ WogeWher WhroXgh Whe
jo\-filled Zorship, faiWhfXl pra\er, and coXrageoXs
acWions of broWhers and sisWers in ChrisW as Whe\ siW ZiWh
Whe pain of oXr presenW, casW a Yision for Whe fXWXre in
Zhich ²righWeoXsness and peace Zill kiss each oWher,³
and When, in ZhaW MarWin LXWher King Jr. described as
Whe ²fierce Xrgenc\ of noZ,³ Zalk Whe narroZ paWh WhaW
leads Wo life±a fearless, jo\fXl, and hopefXl life liYed
WoZard jXsWice, peace, and reneZal.

DoZnWoZn 

DoZnWoZn 

EasW DXrham



    The TUiniW\ iV oXU home - Whe UeVWing-place in Whom Ze aUe Zelcomed Wo fUeel\
diVcoYeU and Wo be oXUVelYeV. AdYenW XVheUV XV inWo Whe VWoU\ of GodµV incaUnaWional
hoVpiWaliW\. In JeVXVµ coming, Ze encoXnWeU a God Zho hoVWV XV in Whe heaUW of diYine
loYe and makeV home ZiWh XV. 
    I liYe in a commXniW\ of nine folkV called Wo home-make WogeWheU in DXUham. Some
of XV liYe ZiWh deYelopmenWal diVabiliWieV. Some of XV aUe Black and Vome aUe ZhiWe.
OXU ageV Uange fUom Wen monWhV Wo 69 \eaUV.
      OXU Za\ of making a home WogeWheU inclXdeV Whe million liWWle WaVkV WhaW VXVWain
and nXUWXUe oXU common life. EVpeciall\ in WhiV VeaVon of VWa\ing-aW-home, WheUeµV an
aZfXl loW of doing diVheV, chopping YegeWableV, liVWening Wo one anoWheU, Weaching
childUen (and abVoUbing WheiU VcUeamV), changing AC filWeUV, and placing floZeUV in a
YaVe on Whe Wable. Home-making iV oXU VhaUed laboU. 
     Bonnie haV a UXnning gUoceU\ liVW aW all WimeV, anWicipaWing ne[W ZeekµV needV
befoUe Whe\ aUUiYe. Ton\µV gaUden-Wending iV VloZ and delibeUaWe, filled ZiWh VZeeW
ZiVheV Wo each gUoZing Whing. MV T iV a diVhZaVhing gXUX. Janice UeoUgani]eV and
decoUaWeV Wo maWch Whe VeaVonV. In all of WhiV Vmall, oUdinaU\ ZoUk Ze Wend Wo Whe
VhaUed life giYen XV b\ God, nXUWXUing iW, and making Uoom foU iW Wo gUoZ. We cXlWiYaWe
home, opening channelV foU GodµV pUeVence Wo Vo fill oXU common life ZiWh loYe WhaW
Ze ma\ be poiVed Wo Zelcome oWheUV Wo a place of UeVWfXl peace.
    And WhiV iV AdYenWµV inYiWaWion Wo each of XV.
   Man\ of XV feel moUe iVolaWed Whan eYeU UighW noZ ° Vaddened b\ Whe diVUXpWiYe
limiWV Vocial diVWancing placeV on oXU giYing and UeceiYing of hoVpiWaliW\. And \eW,
JeVXV haV comeªJeVXV iV coming noZªJeVXV Zill come again. I pUa\ foU DXUham Wo
be a ciW\ of homeV ZaWchfXl foU Whe cUeaWiYe, ofWen diVUXpWiYe pUeVence of JeVXV. ThiV
AdYenW, ma\ Ze Uecogni]e oXU home in God and ma\ Ze pUepaUe oXU homeV Wo be
haYenV of hopefXl hXman connecWion, aleUW Wo Whe VWiUUing YiWaliW\ of GodµV life in oXU
midVW and caVWing a YiVion foU a neZ Za\ of WogeWheUneVV WhaW makeV Uoom foU mXWXal
gifW-giYing and gifW-UeceiYing.



    AdYenW iV alZa\V an apocal\pWic VeaVon foU Whe
chXUch.  Apocal\pWic: ²UnYeil,³ ²UeYeal,³ and alVo
²end,³ oU ²begin.³  Biblical bookV like Daniel,
E]ekiel, and moVW memoUabl\, The ReYelaWion Wo
John, aUe VomeWimeV called ²apocal\pWic.³ HoUned
beaVWV, nighW YiVionV, dU\, dead boneV Waking on
fleVh iV ZeiUd Walk, eYen foU ScUipWXUe.  WeiUd
apocal\pWicµV aim iV noW Wo obVcXUe and keep VecUeW
bXW Wo XnYeil and UeYeal. When God aW laVW WXUnV
WoZaUd XV, ZhaW GodµV Xp Wo iV Vo be\ond Whe Vcope
of oXU e[pecWaWion, onl\ odd, meWaphoUical,
Xnmanageable Vpeech Zill do.
   Apocal\pWic pXUpoVeV Wo keep ChUiVWianV
maladjXVWed Wo Whe pUeVenW.  DonµW be fooled b\ Whe
Veeming VolidiW\ of Whe conWempoUaU\. God haV
moUe WhingV Xp GodµV VleeYe Whan \oX can imagine.
Ma\be WhaWµV Zh\ iW can be WoXgh Wo be a pUeacheU
dXUing AdYenW.  In Whe congUegaWionV IµYe VeUYed,
eVWabliVhed, poZeUfXl, VXcceVVfXl people geW
neUYoXV Zhen JeVXV WalkV apocal\pWic. DiV-eaVe
ZiWh apocal\pWic Walk iV a Vign of hoZ
accommodaWed man\ of XV haYe become Wo Whe
VWaWXV TXo.  ThiV ZoUld iV aV good aV iW geWV; ZoUk iW
Wo \oXU adYanWage and pUiYilege.  Hold on Wo ZhaW
\oXµYe goW. SWop \oXU Zhining and ceaVe \oXU
dUeaming.  Keep diVUXpWiYe YiVionV Wo \oXUVelf.
    YeW ZheneYeU people daUe Wo Whink, ²We aUe
VlaYeV, VlaYeV in Whe land WhaW \oX gaYe Wo oXU
anceVWoUV,³ Whe VooWhing UeaVVXUanceV of mainline
libeUal pUeaching ZilW (Nehemiah 9:6). WheneYeU
Vomeone WakeV VeUioXVl\, ²DonµW be confoUmed Wo
WhiV ZoUld! Be WUanVfoUmed b\ Whe bloZing of \oXU
mind!³ (RomanV 12:2). NoWhing leVV Zill do Whan
eeUie YiVionV of a neZ heaYen and eaUWh. The
nighWmaUiVh appaUiWionV of Daniel Vaid liWWle Wo me.
Then came Wo WoZn COVID-19, Whe bod\ coXnWV on
each nighWµV neZV, impoWenW old men Uaging in high
placeV, and people coZeUing behind locked dooUV
foU feaU. The penn\ dUopped. Apocal\pWic Va\V WhaW
GodµV cUeaWiYiW\ doeVnµW end aW GeneViV; diVmanWling
and diVUXpWion pUeVage NeZ CUeaWion. 

      God Zill geW ZhaW God ZanWV: bad neZV foU WhoVe
of XV Woo WighWl\ Zedded Wo and pUofiWing fUom Whe
pUeVenW, good neZV foU WhoVe in need of a diffeUenW
fXWXUe in Whe ZoUVW Za\. If WhingV aUe VeW UighW
beWZeen XV and God, God Zill haYe Wo do iW.  The
VolXWion Zill be coVmic, noW meUel\ peUVonal.  ShoXld
God WXUn WoZaUd XV, WheUe aUe VXUe Wo be jolWV and
bXmpV along Whe Za\. SomeWhing mXVW die in oUdeU
foU an\Whing Wo be boUn. The Old TeVWamenW VaYeV
apocal\pWic XnWil Whe end. In Whe NeZ TeVWamenW,
fUom Whe geW-go, fUom MaU\µV Vong, iWµV neZ heaYen
and neZ eaUWh, ZoUld WXUned XpVide doZn, Whe UiVe
and fall of man\ (LXke 1:46-51). Bad neZV foU Whe
Uich, good neZV foU Whe pooU and diVpoVVeVVed.
   Apocal\pWic UefXVeV Wo XVe God aV VWabili]eU oU
cemenW of Vocial confoUmiW\ oU UedXce Whe goVpel Wo
common VenVe. Mainline, libeUal ChUiVWianiW\ haV
alZa\V been neUYoXV aboXW JeVXVµ apocal\pWic Walk. 
 ThoVe of XV aW Whe Wop find Whe goVpel eaVieU Zhen
iWµV UedXced Wo good adYice foU hXman beWWeUmenW oU
Woned doZn Wo VooWh Whe an[ioXV conVcienceV of Ze
Zho benefiW fUom WhingV aV Whe\ aUe. BXW Wo WhoVe on
Whe boWWom and aW Whe maUginV Zho aUe paUal\]ed
and hopeleVV fUom feaU WhaW WhiV iV iW, WhaW WhiV iV aV
good aV iW geWV, iWµV called good neZV.        
     A majoU UeaVon Zh\ I VXppoUW DXUhamCaUeV, and
one UeaVon Zh\ Re\noldV Chapman makeV me
XncomfoUWable, iV WhaW DXUhamCaUeV iV a ZondeUfXll\,
diVWXUbingl\ apocal\pWic oUgani]aWion.  DXUhamCaUeV
haV Za\V of XnYeiling WhaW God didnµW VeW Xp
DXUhamµV econom\, policing, and goYeUnance: Ze
did.  DXUham CaUeV iV alVo an apocal\pWic Vign WhaW
God iV bXV\ ending/beginning, diVmanWling,
UecUeaWing, diVUXpWing in oUdeU Wo geW ZhaW God ZanWV
oXW of DXUham.        
    So Whe AdYenW, apocal\pWic TXeVWion pXW Wo XV iV:
Will Ze geW on boaUd ZiWh GodµV apocal\pWic ZoUk oU
noW? 



     IQ 2006, ZheQ P\ hXVbaQd UeQWed aQ Rffice iQ DXUhaPÉV SQRZ

BXildiQg, WhaW bXildiQgÉV VeYeQ VWRUieV ZeUe RWheUZiVe ePSW\. The

VWUeeWV aW Pidda\ ZeUe likeZiVe XQRccXSied. ThiV ZaV befRUe DPAC

RSeQed aQd VhRUWl\ afWeU Whe APeUicaQ TRbaccR caPSXV ZaV UeYiYed.

FeaUed b\ PaQ\ aV cUiPe-UiddeQ, Whe beaXWifXl VSaceV aQd bXildiQgV Rf

dRZQWRZQ DXUhaP ZeUe PRVWl\ aYRided. The WUaQVfRUPaWiRQ Rf RXU

ciW\ RYeU Whe laVW decade-SlXV haV beeQ a jR\ WR ZiWQeVV. AQ\RQe QeZ

(RU Rld) WR Whe ciW\ kQRZV iW fRU iWV bXV\-QeVV aQd SURdXcWiYiW\, fRU Whe

cUeaWiYe eQeUg\ WhaW SRXUV fURP VWRUefURQWV, UeVWaXUaQWV, aQd

aSaUWPeQW bXildiQgV. The Ueal eVWaWe WhaW ZaV RQce VhXQQed iV QRZ a

hRW cRPPRdiW\ aV bX\eUV lRRk fRU hRPeV aV clRVe WR dRZQWRZQ aV

SRVVible. ThiV haV bURXghW UeYiWali]aWiRQ WR bXildiQgV Zell be\RQd Whe

dRZQWRZQ aUea eYeQ aV QeZ cRQVWUXcWiRQ abRXQdV. All Rf WhiV iV gRRd,

Rf cRXUVe. IW PeaQV PRUe jRbV aQd e[SaQdiQg ecRQRPic beQefiWV

RYeUall fRU RXU ciW\. YeW WheUe iV a dRZQVide. AV SURSeUW\ YalXeV

iQcUeaVe, VR dReV cRVW Rf liYiQg, VeQdiQg lRZeU-iQcRPe UeVideQWV

lRRkiQg fRU QeZ SlaceV WR liYe. WheQ Whe\ gR, Whe\ Wake ZiWh WheP

iQiPiWable elePeQWV Rf hiVWRU\ aQd cXlWXUe WhaW haYe beeQ hallPaUkV Rf

DXUhaP life.

      HoZ can Ze bUing aboXW Whe UedempWion of a ciW\ Zhile beVW
VXppoUWing heU YaUied popXlaWion? HoZ can Ze VeUYe boWh place and
people?
 ThiV iV one UeaVon Zh\ I loYe IVaiahµV ZoUdV in hiV 40Wh chapWeU: ²EYeU\
Yalle\ Vhall be lifWed Xp, and eYeU\ moXnWain and hill be made loZ; Whe
XneYen gUoXnd Vhall become leYel, and Whe UoXgh placeV a plain. And
Whe gloU\ of Whe LORD Vhall be UeYealed, and all fleVh Vhall Vee iW
WogeWheU, foU Whe moXWh of Whe LORD haV Vpoken³ (YY 4-5). 
 While iW iV oXU UeVponVibiliW\ Wo do ZhaW iV UighW and jXVW, Ze aUe XneYen
in oXU effoUWV. BXW in ChUiVW, WUXe and abVolXWe jXVWice Zill be VeUYed.
Onl\ He knoZV hoZ Wo WUXl\ loYe place and peUVon in Whe beVW Za\V.
WiWh hiV biUWh, Whe kingdom of heaYen began on eaUWh, and Ze conWinXe
Wo VWUiYe Wo effecW iW. BXW Zhen he UeWXUnV, ²Whe XneYen gUoXnd Vhall
become leYel.³ All hiV people Zill haYe VXUe and VecXUe fooWing befoUe
Whe God of Whe XniYeUVe, Wo Whe gloU\ of hiV Name. 

DoZnWoZn 



²The WoUd became fleVh and blood, and moYed inWo Whe neighboUhoodª³
(John 1:14, The MeVVage). AdYenW pUepaUeV XV Wo celebUaWe Whe m\VWeU\
deVcUibed heUe: Whe incaUnaWion. The CUeaWoU of heaYen and eaUWh, ZhoVe
hol\ name coXld noW be XWWeUed noU HiV image capWXUed in VWone, paVVed
WhUoXgh Whe blood\ biUWh canal inWo hXman life±and eYen deaWh. In oUdeU
Wo commXnicaWe Whe fXll e[WenW of HiV gUace and WUXWh, God moYed inWo Whe
neighboUhood. Blacknall PUeVb\WeUian e[iVWV becaXVe Vomeone came Wo
oXU neighboUhood. In Whe 1890V Whe Blacknall bUoWheUV came fUom
doZnWoZn Wo Old WeVW DXUham. The men ZeUe eldeUV aW FiUVW
PUeVb\WeUian on Main SWUeeW, bXW each SXnda\ afWeUnoon Whe\ Wook Whe
WUain Wo EUZin Mill Village, ZheUe Whe\ condXcWed a SXnda\ School. TheiU
miVVion became Blacknall PUeVb\WeUian, Zhich eVWabliVhed a peUmanenW
home beWZeen EUZin Mill and DXkeµV EaVW CampXV. NeighboUhoodV
change. In Whe 1960V, WheUe ZeUe moUe UniYeUViW\ VWXdenWV Whan We[Wile
ZoUkeUV moYing Wo Old WeVW DXUham. The paVWoU aW Blacknall challenged
hiV chXUch Wo e[Wend hoVpiWaliW\ Wo Whe WUanVienW and highl\ edXcaWed gUoXp
WhaW ZaV Waking oYeU WheiU VWomping gUoXndV. Since I moYed Wo DXUham a
decade ago, I haYe Veen Whe neighboUhood change again. In 2010
WallWoZn ZaV VWill Uecogni]able aV a hiVWoUicall\ black neighboUhood.
Michelle, a Vingle-moWheU ZiWh heU WhUee childUen and AVVam, a Wa[i-dUiYeU
coXld liYe doZn Whe block fUom XV DXke gUadXaWe VWXdenWV. BXW feZ
ZoUking-claVV indiYidXalV, and eYen VWXdenWV, can affoUd Wo liYe in
WallWoZn noZ.The chXUch VWill VWandV beWZeen EUZin Mill (noZ an
apaUWmenW bXilding) and DXkeµV EaVW campXV. Like Whe oUiginal ZiWneVV,
John Whe BapWiVW, oXU chXUch e[iVWV Wo poinW Wo Whe WUXe lighW, Zho haV come
and iV coming again inWo WhiV ZoUld. In 2020, ZiWneVV UeTXiUeV XV noW onl\
Wo Zelcome oXU neZ neighboUV bXW alVo Wo noWice Zho iV no longeU heUe.

ٌThe WȌȲd became fleȺh
aȁd mȌɨed iȁɈȌ Ɉhe
ȁeighbȌȲhȌȌdٌى 
The MeȺȺage لןלكל JȌhȁڼ

LakeZood

EaVW DXUham EaVW DXUham FoUeVW HillV



The PUopheW IVaiah pUoclaimV a
meVVage he heaUd fUom Whe LoUd
Va\ing, ²ComfoUW, O comfoUW m\
people, Va\V \oXU God.³ AfWeU
being Wold Wo ²cU\ oXW,³ IVaiah
Va\V, ²WhaW Vhall I Va\.³ When
liYeV aUe being Waken, Zhen Whe
UealiW\ WhaW people aUe like gUaVV
WhaW ZiWheUV and floZeUV WhaW
fade, ZhaW VhoXld Ze cU\ oXW?
HoZ can Ze comfoUW Whe people?

In WhiV Wime of pandemicV of all
kindV±Whe pandemicV of UaciVm,
of gXn Yiolence, of maVV
incaUceUaWion, of child poYeUW\,
of inadeTXaWe healWhcaUe, of
CoYid19, ofª AdYenW iV VXch a
cUiWical VeaVon. I find m\Velf
joining people WhUoXghoXW oXU
commXniW\ and Whe ZoUld
longing foU and aZaiWing a VaYioU
Zho Zill bUing comfoUW and
healing, and Zill make all WhingV
neZ. In WhiV Wime of pandemicV
of all kindV, Ze aZaiW a
UedeemeU and UeVcXeU Zho, aV
IVaiah pUopheVieV, Zill feed,
gaWheU, caUU\, and lead hiV flock
like a VhepheUd. We aZaiW and
long foU Whe coming again of
ChUiVW±Whe onl\ one Zho can
and Zill make all WhingV neZ.

IVaLah 40:1-11
He ZoXld haYe WXUned 11 WhiV paVW OcWobeU. M\ Zife and
I UemembeUed hiV biUWhda\ ZiWhoXW him jXVW aV Ze
UemembeUed Whe da\ he died in AXgXVW. A child gone Woo
Voon. Z\µon PeUVon. A beloYed Von, bUoWheU, fUiend, child
of God VhoW in hiV aXnWµV caU aV Whe famil\ dUoYe Wo geW
ice cUeam. Z\µon ZaV noW ²oXU³ child, bXW he ZaV oXU
child, one of XV±Whe XV Zho makeV Xp Whe commXniW\ of
DXUham and Whe gUeaWeU TUiangle. And Ze loYed him.

Ha\Wi



   MaUN 1:1-8
AboXW f iYe \eaUV ago, I  UeceiYed cleaU inVWUXcW ionV Wo UeWXUn home. ReWXUning home
conViVWed of  leaYing job VecXU i W\ and f inancial  VWabi l i W\ .  ReWXUning home conViVWed of
accXmXlaW ing debWV b\ aW Wending DXke DiYin i W\ Vchool .  ReWXUning home conViVWed of
adYocaW ing foU Whe doZnWUodden and pUeaching Whe goVpel  in placeV l ike Whe one E]ekiel
UefeUenced in chapWeU 37 of  Whe bible.  ReWXUning home conViVWed of  V leepleVV nighWV,  fa i led
e[pecWaW ionV,  VeWbackV and diVappoinWmenWV and a paWh WhaW I  do noW fX l l\  XndeUVWand.
ReWXUning home conViVWed of  conVWanW UemindeUV of  Whe bUoken V\VWemV WhaW haV plagXed Whe
ci W\ of  DXUham; dai l\ VhooW ingV, food inVecXU i W\,  noW  enoXgh af foUdable hoXVing, UaciVm, and
an edXcaW ion V\VWem WhaW needV Wo be UeYalXaWed. I  UeWXUned home bXW ZaV UediUecWed Wo
oWheU c i W ieV aUoXnd m\ home WoZn of  DXUham WhaW lef W  Zi Wh an inWU igXing TXeVW ion and WhaW iV,
² I f  God ZanWed me Wo UeWXUn home, Zh\ haV moVW of  m\ ZoUk and W ime been inYeVWed in
oWheU placeV Whan Whe place ZheUe I  ZaV cal led?³ 
   HeUe iV ZheUe MaUk 1:1-8 gaYe me Vome XndeUVWanding aV I  ZUeVW led Zi Wh being
XncomfoUWable Zi Wh in Whe ²XnknoZnV³ of  God'V diUecW ion.  MaUk 1:1-8 iV an inVpiU ing We[W
becaXVe i W  UemindV me WhaW no maWWeU Whe obVWacle,  no maWWeU Whe paWh,  God VendV people Wo
pUepaUe Whe Za\ foU Whe one Zho iV able.  MaUk 1:1-8 iV inVpiU ing becaXVe Whe Vimple
diUecW ion iV Wo pUepaUe Whe Za\, Zhich VomeWimeV inYolYeV a Zi ldeUneVV e[peU ience. OfWen
bel ieYeUV W U\ and cUeaWe Whe pUoceVV in fX l f i l l ing GodµV plan Zi WhoXW W UXVW ing Whe pUoceVV WhaW
haV alUead\ been cUeaWed. NoZ, VcU ipWXUe Va\V I  Zi l l  Vend a meVVengeU Wo pUepaUe Whe Za\
foU me, hoZeYeU,  Whe Ueal i W\ iV God gaYe hiV meVVengeU Whe Y iV ion of  Whe paWh WhaW haV been
pUepaUed. God oUdeUV oXU VWepV, and oXU oUdeUed VWepV encoXUage oWheUV Wo bel ieYe in Whe
Vame God WhaW haV diUecWed oXU VWepV. TheUefoUe,  i f  God haV UediUecWed \oXU paWh,  When
ma\be i W  ZaV becaXVe WheUe ZaV Vomeone Zho he needed Wo geW Wo WhUoXgh \oX. OU
peUhapV, God iV eTXipping \oX Wo be moUe pUepaUed Zhen \oX f inal l\ go ZheUe he haV
Xl W imaWel\ cal led \oX. God knoZV al l  and conVideU ing he knoZV al l ;  he knoZV jXVW  ZhaW \oX
need Wo accompl iVh hiV Zi l l .  
   In conclXVion, I  Ue jo ice in m\ joXUne\ becaXVe WhiV joXUne\ haV helped oWheUV and me geW
pUepaUed foU ZheUe God Xl W imaWel\ ZanWV me Wo be: in DXUham NC. The VeaVon ZheUe he
ZanWV me Wo be in DXUham haV noW aUU iYed and ma\be Whe VeaVon ZheUe he ZanWV \oX Wo be
haV noW aUU iYed ei WheU.  TUXVW  Whe pUoceVV.



YoX can Well a loW aboXW a peUVon b\ WheiU faYoUiWe bible paVVage. The oneV Whe\ come
back Wo, Whe oneV WhaW Whe\ memoUi]ed aV a kid oU eaUl\ in WheiU faiWh, Whe oneV WhaW haYe
foUmed Whem. LXke 4 hinWV WhaW IVaiah 61 ma\ haYe been WhiV VoUW of inflXenWial paVVage foU
ChUiVW. JeVXV XnUollV Whe VcUoll Wo Uead:

The SSLULW Rf Whe LRUd LV XSRQ Pe, becaXVe Whe LRUd haV aQRLQWed Pe. 
He haV VeQW Pe WR SUeach gRRd QeZV WR Whe SRRU,

WR SURcOaLP UeOeaVe WR Whe SULVRQeUV aQd UecRYeU\ Rf VLghW WR Whe bOLQd, 
WR OLbeUaWe Whe RSSUeVVed, aQd WR SURcOaLP Whe \eaU Rf Whe LRUdµV faYRU.

-LXNe 4:18-19

JeVXVµ imaginaWion iV foUmed b\ WhiV YiVion foU Whe pooU, Whe pUiVoneUV, Whe inYiVible. He
comeV Wo XV, Whe SpiUiW-anoinWed one, boUn fUom Whe SpiUiW-VhadoZed MaU\, bUoXghW b\ Whe
SpiUiW Wo and WhUoXgh ZildeUneVV-WeVWing, Wo be and bUing Good NeZV.

Walking WhUoXgh DXUhamµV neighboUhoodV \oX heaU hammeUV and VaZV, \oX Vee UoofeUV
and caUpenWeUV. Some of WhiV ´UeneZalµ UeVWoUeV. Some UeplaceV. LaWeU in Whe Vame
chapWeU Zhich JeVXV openV, IVaiah conWinXeV Wo deWail WhiV VoUW of UeneZal Zhich cXWV
againVW and jXdgeV Whe imaginaWion foU UenoYaWion Ze ofWen Vee in oXU neighboUhoodV. 

IQVWead Rf VhaPe, WheLU SRUWLRQ ZLOO be dRXbOe; 
LQVWead Rf dLVgUace, Whe\ ZLOO UeMRLce RYeU WheLU VhaUe. 

The\ ZLOO SRVVeVV a dRXbOe SRUWLRQ LQ WheLU OaQd; 
eYeUOaVWLQg MR\ ZLOO be WheLUV. -IVaLah 61:7

 
HoZ mighW Ze folloZ JeVXV inWo WhiV imaginaWiYe paUadigm VhifW aV Ze Veek Wo VhifW oXU
imaginaWionV foU UeneZal in Whe Uapidl\ genWUif\ing neighboUhoodV ZheUe Ze liYe and
miniVWeU? JeVXVµ biUWh UepUeVenWV Whe moVW pUofoXnd acW of GodµV UeVWoUaWion. RaWheU Whan
UemoYal and UeplacemenW, JeVXVµ adYenW pUoYideV Whe VXUpUiVing poVVibiliW\ foU pUoVpeUiW\
in Whe e[acW placeV Zhich Veem hopeleVV and deVpeUaWe. InVWead of compoXnding Vhame
and diVgUace, JeVXVµ biUWh maUkV ²jo\ Wo Whe ZoUld,³ gladneVV WhaW can be Veen on Whe
familiaU faceV of oXU acWXal neighboUV Zho aUe beloYed in ChUiVW.

EaVW DXUham



     LXke 17:20-21: "Once JeVXV ZaV aVked b\ Whe PhaUiVeeV Zhen Whe
kingdom of God ZaV coming, and he anVZeUed, ²The kingdom of God iV noW
coming ZiWh WhingV WhaW can be obVeUYed; noU Zill Whe\ Va\, ´Look, heUe iW iV!µ
oU ´TheUe iW iV!µ FoU, in facW, Whe kingdom of God iV among \oX.³
    AdYenW iV a paUado[ical VeaVon in Whe ChUiVWian WUadiWion. While Ze
UemembeU Whe anWicipaWion of Whe biUWh of JeVXV aV a Za\ Wo VWUengWhen oXU
oZn pUacWice of ZaiWing foU JeVXVµ eVchaWological UeWXUn, Iµm Ueminded of
JeVXVµ Veemingl\ conWUadicWoU\ pUonoXncemenW WhaW ²Whe ZaiW iV oYeU.³ 
     ²QXiW looking foU VignV, ZondeUV, and VXpeUnaWXUal phenomena,³ JeVXV
Va\V in UeVponVe Wo Whe PhaUiVeeV TXeVWion aboXW Whe coming kingdom of
God, ²and VWaUW looking aW \oXUVelYeV.³
    In moUe UecenW WimeV, Whe laWe JXne JoUdan, Zho±WhUoXgh poeWU\,
acWiYiVm, ZUiWing, and Weaching±pUoclaimed a YiVion of libeUaWion foU all
people, Vaid iW a diffeUenW Za\ Zhen Vhe penned Whe manWUa: ²Ze aUe Whe
oneV Ze haYe been ZaiWing foU.³ JoUdan ZaV ZUiWing Wo honoU Whe 40,000
Zomen and childUen Zho maUched in pUoWeVW againVW apaUWheidµV paVV laZV
in PUeWoUia, SoXWh AfUica, on AXgXVW 9, 1956.
   WaLW fRU ZhaW? WaLW fRU ZhR?
    Black commXniWieV in DXUham haYe embodied WhiV ZiVdom Vince Whe
incepWion of Whe ciW\. Take WallWoZn, ZheUe I liYe, a neighboUhood WhaW ZaV
foXnded in 1906 b\ GeoUge Wall, a foUmeUl\ enVlaYed man Zho moYed Wo
DXUham Wo ZoUk foU TUiniW\ College (eYenWXall\ DXke UniYeUViW\). FoU
geneUaWionV, Whe neighboUhood haV been home Wo Black ZoUking-claVV
familieV Zho, in Whe face of VWUXcWXUal UaciVm, haYe embodied a VpiUiW of Velf-
deWeUminaWion and UeVilience. When UeVidenWV ZanWed a commXniW\ cenWeU in
Whe 1950V, Whe\ peWiWioned Whe ciW\ bXW onl\ UeceiYed UighWV Wo Whe land±noW
Whe UeVoXUceV Wo bXild. So XndeU Whe leadeUVhip of a ²BUon]e Ma\oU³ and
neighboUhood coXncil, UeVidenWV bXilW iW ZiWh WheiU oZn Wime, laboU and
maWeUialV.
   In Whe 1970V, Zhen NoUWhgaWe Mall, XndeU Whe oZneUVhip of Whe Rand
famil\, VoXghW Wo encUoach Xpon UeVidenWial Vpace, WallWoZn UeVidenWV
oUgani]ed Wo keep WheiU land. NoZ WhaW Whe mall iV in anoWheU VWaWe of
WUanViWion, WhiV Wime VpeaUheaded b\ NoUWhZood InYeVWoUV and DXke
UniYeUViW\ HealWh S\VWem, WallWoZn haV oUgani]ed again Wo declaUe WhaW
eTXiWable deYelopmenW mXVW begin and end b\ engaging Whe UeVidenWV moVW
pUo[imaWe Wo Whe iVVXe. KnoZing fiUVWhand Whe haUm WhaW genWUificaWion iV
caXVing oXU commXniW\, a Vmall gUoXp of XV haYe led effoUWV Wo condXcW
VXUYe\V, focXV gUoXpV, and a deVign chaUUeWWe ZiWh Whe inWenWion of caVWing a
commXniW\-cenWeUed YiVion foU Whe UedeYelopmenW of Whe mall. The CiW\ and
CoXnW\ of DXUham did noW aVk XV Wo do WhiV. NoU did Whe deYelopeUV come
knocking on oXU dooUV foU inpXW. We VaZ Whe need, Uecogni]ed Whe faXlW in
oXU V\VWemV, and, aV Gandhi encoXUaged, became Whe change Ze Veek.
     So WhiV AdYenW, in Whe VpiUiW of neighboUhoodV like WallWoZn, aVk \oXUVelf,
²ZhaW±beWWeU \eW, Zho±am I ZaiWing foU?³ Then, leW Whe comfoUWing
conYicWion of JeVXV and JXne JoUdan ZaVh oYeU \oXU VoXl aV \oX heaU Whem
Va\, ²Whe kingdom of God iV among XV...Ze aUe Whe oneV Ze haYe been
ZaiWing foU...beloYed, Whe ZaiW iV oYeU.³



LXNe 2:1-7
²TheUe ZaV no place foU Whem in Whe inn³ (Lk 2:7). JoVeph and MaU\µV joXUne\ fUom Na]aUeWh Wo
BeWhlehem inVpiUeV man\ AdYenW WUadiWionV. Among WheVe iV LaV PRVadaV (The InnV). I fiUVW
encoXnWeUed WhiV 16Wh cenWXU\ Me[ican celebUaWion in laWe 20Wh cenWXU\ DXUham Zhen I paVWoUed a
HiVpanic congUegaWion. T\picall\, Ze celebUaWed LaV PRVadaV on eYeningV beWZeen DecembeU 1
and 24. We gaWheUed aW paUiVhioneUVµ homeV in WZo gUoXpV, one oXWVide, one inVide. The
oXWVideUV, UepUeVenWing JoVeph and MaU\, Vang: ²In Whe name of heaYen, Ze aVk foU SRVada
(VhelWeU).³ .

The inVideUV, UepUeVenWing Whe innkeepeUV, Vang WheiU UefXVal liVWing a YaUieW\ of UeaVonV: Whe
laWeneVV of Whe hoXU, feaU of Whe oXWVideUVµ appeaUance, doXbWV aboXW WheiU VWoU\, and Whe like.
EYenWXall\, Whe inVideUV Uecogni]ed Whe oXWVideUV and Zelcomed Whem Vinging ²EQWUeQ VaQWRV
SeUegULQRV (EnWeU hol\ pilgUimV).³ Then, all of XV packed indooUV foU moUe VongV and pUa\eUV,
folloZed b\ WamaleV and pixaWaV
    In LaV PRVadaV, I VaZ Whe e[peUience of oXU
congUegaWion in DXUham aV paUW of a biggeU VWoU\.
OXU e[peUience ZiWh cloVed dooUV and miVUecogniWion
belongV Wo Whe VWoU\ of GodµV pilgUim people and of
JeVXV, Zho ²came Wo ZhaW ZaV hiV oZn, and hiV oZn
people did noW accepW him³ (Jn 1:11). ThiV VWoU\ endV
ZiWh open dooUV. LaV PRVadaV iV moUe Whan a Me[ican
WUadiWion; iW iV a Vign of GodµV poZeU Wo inVpiUe acWV of
cUeaWiYe geneUoViW\ WhaW make life in DXUham, eYen in
2020, noW jXVW beaUable bXW fieVWa.

DoZnWoZn

DoZnWoZn



   I Va Lah  61 :1-4 ,  8 -11
DXUham 2020 bU ingV  XV  Wo  a  p lace  in  oXU
c i W\  ZheUe  man\ aUe  deVpeUa We l\  Za i W ing .
We aUe  Za i W ing  fo U  jXV W i ce  and pUa\ ing  fo U
change.  Cond i W ionV  fo U  Whe  ²o WheU , ³  WhoVe
l i Y ing  on  Whe  maUg inV  o f  Voc ie W\ ,  a Ue
appa l l ing  heUe  in  DXUham.  The deVpa i U  o f
eY ic W ionV ,  caUbon mono[ ide  leakV  in  loZ-
income hoXV ing ,  genW U i f i ca W ion  Wha W  i V
d iVpUopoU W iona We l\  a f fec W ing  W Uad i W iona l l \
B lack  ne ighboUhoodV,  h igh  c U ime Ua WeV ,
food inVecXU i W ieV ,  and COVID-19 haYe
UaY iVhed oXU  commXni W ieV  Wh iV  \eaU .
Co l lec W i Ye l\ ,  Ze V i W  in  oXU  lamenW  fo U  Whe
cond i W ionV  o f  oXU  c i W\ .  We pUa\  and c U\  oX W
Wo  God fo U  de l i YeUance f Uom Whe
pU inc ipa l i W ieV ,  Zh ich  bUeakV  Whe  VoX lV  o f
man\ Zho haYe become boXnd.  IVa iah  61
g iYeV  XV  hope Wha W  God haV  no W  fo Ugo W Wen
aboXW  XV .

DXU ing  Wh iV  AdYenW  VeaVon o f  Za i W ing  fo U
Whe  MeVV iah ,  Ze can Wake  Vo lace  in
knoZing oXU  pa in ,  oXU  WeaUV ,  oXU  VX f fe U ingV
aUe  on  Whe  heaU W  o f  God.  EYen Zh i le
deV W UXc W ion  and deVpa i U  a Ue  a l l  a UoXnd XV
±Ze haYe a  p UomiVe  o f  f Ueedom,
de l i YeUance,  UeV Wo Ua W ion ,  comfoU W ,  jo\ ,  and
pUa iVe .  ThoXgh Ze cannoW  Vee  Whe
l ibeUa W ion ,  Ze knoZ Wha W  b\  Whe  poZeU  o f
Whe  Sp i U i W ,  Ze Z i l l  be  VnaWched oX W  o f
daUkneVV  and p laced in Wo  Whe  maUYe loXV
l igh W  o f  God µV  loYe .  Th iV  We[ W  UemindV  XV
Wha W  Za i W ing  fo U  de l i YeUance iV  a  V ign  Wha W
Ze aUe  hopefX l .  The incaUna W ion  o f  ChU iV W
V ign i f ieV  Wha W  JeVXV  iV  oXU  comfoU W  in  Whe
W ime o f  d iV W UeVV .  JeVXV  comeV Wo  Uep lace
oXU  moXUn ing  Z i Wh  jo\ ,  and H iV  p UeVence
in  oXU  l i YeV  and c i UcXmVWanceV  XVheUV  XV
in Wo  a  p lace  o f  p Ua iVe !

EaVW DXUham EaVW DXUham

DoZnWoZn



    A NeZ Da\ is coming and this is a Psalm of Praise anticipating the coming of God to
rule his people. What a jo\ful and glorious time this Zill be as Ze haYe been singing an old
song and noZ is time to sing a neZ song Zith enthusiasm, e[citement and the longing for
eternal life. The time is before us to change our directions and begin to focus on a neZ
da\. We haYe seen an unusual \ear and noZ Ze are blessed to sing a neZ song.
   Singing a neZ song requires each of us to change our posture, focus on a neZ chapter
and humble ourselYes totall\ before the Lord. It Zill be an e[citing chapter as Ze embrace
the neZ change God has promised each of us that loYe him and honor him. What Zill this
neZ song offer? What Zill be different and Zill our tune change? Will Ze be singing on one
accord? This depends on \ou and me as Ze \earn for the da\ Jesus Zill come again to
judge the Zorld.
   Scripture reminds us in the meantime to Shout to the Lord all the earth; break out in
praise and sing for jo\! (Yerse 4). There is absolutel\ no reason for us to be solemn and
silent; Ze are approaching a neZ \ear Zith neZ opportunities and our goal noZ is to
embrace this golden moment Zith a neZ attitude.  Sing toda\ a neZ song for Ze adore
Christ the King and his promise to SaYe and to Return Again.

Ha\ti

DoZntoZn



For the last \ear so much HAS been
going on,  from m\ daughter being
sick to m\ job closing doZn. And here
a \ear after m\ house is finished I am
still Zaiting to moYe in. Then came
CoYid-19 and shut eYer\thing doZn.
But I am still full of hope that things
Zill get better soon; in  m\ Zaiting I
sometimes hear and feel a Yoice said
to me: "After You'Ye done all \ou can.
Just stand." Dear God, forgiYe me for
sometimes coming to \ou for help onl\
after I haYe e[hausted all efforts to
handle the problem on m\ oZn. Please
fill me Zith \our peace that surpasses
all understanding in the situation I am
facing. Grant me spiritual healing and
help me see \ou Zorking in and
through me. Thank \ou for alZa\s
being aYailable and on call. In Jesus
name, Amen.



5RPDQV 16:25-27
To the God Zho is able to strengthen, bring
about reYelation and align hearts to a Zhole neZ
Za\ of being: to this God be the glor\, Paul
Zrites. This God ma\ be encountered in Durham
time and again in the Zillingness of those Zho
call this cit\ home to come together, to sta\
together, and to choose pressing into
relationship and communit\ instead of pushing
apart Zhen difficult truths haYe to be confronted
and addressed.

The tenacit\ of our cit\µs hope gathers strangers
for Yigils oYer gun Yiolence and draZs them to
organi]e for affordable housing and justice reform.
It prompts them to insist on ciYic processes that
diYest of habits of racial inequit\ and to push back
against market forces until our changing landscape
prioriti]es people oYer the bottom line.

Strengthened b\ this God, each time Ze come
together in loYe for one another and in loYe Zith a
Yision of a thriYing Durham in the most Zholistic
sense, a reYelation is brought about. Hearts are
aligned to a Zhole neZ Za\ of being, and God is
glorified b\ the deepening of beloYed communit\ in
our midst. 

Ma\ \ou assume AdYentµs posture of attentiYe
receptiYit\ as \ou moYe through these da\s. Be
strengthened as \ou return to the loYe of God so
that \ou ma\ be read\ Zhen a reYelation is brought
about for that Zhole neZ Za\ that \ou \ourself are
called to be. A Za\ that aligns all hearts as one. To
God be the glor\.



    When Mar\ learned that her bab\ Zas
on the Za\ she Zent to Yisit her cousin
Eli]abeth, Zho Zas also pregnant. The
child Mar\ carried in her Zomb Zas not the
child of Joseph, to Zhom she Zas
betrothed. Mar\ could haYe been ashamed
or afraid. Instead, Zhen she met Eli]abeth,
Mar\ sang a defiant song of jo\ that toda\
Ze call the Magnificat. (Luke 1:46-55).
Harking back to Zhat God had done for
Israel in the past, Mar\ sa\s the one Zho is
coming Zill continue the hol\ Zork of
scattering the proud and casting doZn the
might\. With the coming of Jesus the
hungr\ Zill haYe more than enough to eat
and the rich Zill be sent aZa\ empt\.
    Mar\µs AdYent message of hope is
especiall\ Zelcome as I reflect on places
Zhere healing and reconciliation are
needed in Durham toda\. As Ze enter the
final month of 2020 the pandemic is still
raging. While the coronaYirus itself does
not discriminate, in Durham and across
the countr\ the Yirus has shone a
spotlight on the moral crisis of abject
poYert\ in the midst of Yast Zealth, a
crisis that affects eYer\ one of us. 

   The historicall\ marginali]ed, including
black and broZn and poor people, are
e[periencing disproportionate leYels of
suffering and death due to COVID-19.
Before it got pushed off the front page b\
the pandemic, the unacceptable
conditions at Durhamµs housing
deYelopments Zere in the neZs. Children
and families are food insecure. Medical
insurance is unaffordable for man\.
Others of us Zatch our 401kµs groZ fat
Zhile our neighbors do Zithout the basic
necessities of life. It Zould be eas\ to
blame others for this moral crisis, but the
truth is, too man\ of us simpl\ accept the
Za\ things are. As Ze prepare for the
coming of the SaYior, let us e[amine
Zhether Ze are the rich Zho need to be
cast doZn. Let us ask, eYer\ da\ of our
liYes, Zhether Zith our lips and in our
liYes Ze are Zorking Zith Jesus to feed
the hungr\ and lift up the loZl\, to bring
justice and righteousness to the earth.
Come, Lord Jesus. Come.

StagYille



   In this time of pandemics of all
kinds±the pandemics of
racism, of gun Yiolence, of mass
incarceration, of child poYert\, of
inadequate healthcare, of
CoYid19ª AdYent is such a
critical season. I find m\self
joining people throughout our
communit\ and the Zorld
longing for and aZaiting a saYior
Zho Zill bring comfort and
healing, and Zill make all things
neZ. In this time of pandemics
of all kinds, Ze aZait a
redeemer and rescuer Zho, as
Isaiah prophesies, Zill feed,
gather, carr\, and lead his flock
like a shepherd. We aZait and
long for the coming again of
Christ±the onl\ one Zho can
and Zill make all things neZ.

   M\ oZn Zitness of high-stakes
Zaiting inYolYes Yolunteering as
a court companion Zith
Religious Coalition for
NonYiolent Durham (RCND),
accompan\ing homicide Yictimsµ
families through the court
process.

    Often, our families Zait tZo
or three \ears for their loYed
oneµs case to come to trial.
Imagine, then, the hearts that
shoZ up to court. And further±
imagine the intensel\
condensed Zait during jur\
deliberation, Zith a Yerdict so
close and \et completel\ out of
their control. Can \ou imagine
the place that brings our
neighborsµ hearts to? With the
heaY\, dehumani]ing Zeight of
our justice s\stem centered on
one the\ hold dear? I canµt.
An\ more than I can imagine
the corresponding nightmare
transpiring on the ²other side³
of the courtroom aisle. But I
can shoZ up, so our neighbors
donµt Zait alone.       

This adYent season, RCND
inYites \ou to meditate on high-
stakes Zaiting in our
communit\. HoZ do Ze
e[perience e[pectant Zaiting
in our oZn liYes? HoZ do Ze
shoZ up for our neighbors?

East Durham



 I Zas a fan of Mr. Rogers TV shoZ long into adulthood. I Zas impressed that Mr. Rogers found
it so eas\ to treat all peoples as neighbors. SeYeral \ears ago, I reali]ed I had not full\
embraced the second part of the Greatest Commandment. As I Zas leaYing for Zork one
morning I pra\ed a simple pra\er: ²Jesus let me see \ou in all I encounter toda\.³ All Zent Zell
that da\ until it Zas time to return home. As I Zent to m\ car I saZ a \oung man that I had seen
frequentl\, but I alZa\s aYoided contact Zith him. I didnµt eYen speak for fear he Zould tr\ to
start a conYersation. But that da\, remembering m\ pra\er, I stood b\ the car and looked
directl\ at him. He Zas haYing a conYersation Zith himself and, as usual, carr\ing all his
belongings in bags. But as he passed b\ me he stopped talking to himself, looked directl\ at
me and flashed the friendliest smile.  I returned the smile and I felt good! I got in m\ car, still
smiling! I said ²Jesus I knoZ that Zas \ou!³ That da\ Zas the beginning of an acceptance of
Zho m\ neighbor reall\ is. Itµs not limited to persons Zho liYe on the same street as me. Or Zho
Zork in the same space as I do. We are all neighbors and thereb\ responsible to and for each
other. If I meet \ou on the streets of Durham during this AdYent season, I pra\ Ze can greet
each other as neighbors!

StagYille



   Galatians 3:26-29 is a 1st centur\ te[t for
a 21st centur\ church. Toda\, Ze still
struggle in the 3 diYisions identified in the
te[t. The disparities, outcries, and
injustices in the area of ethnicit\, class, and
gender affects the Cit\ of Durham, the
Bod\ of Christ, and be\ond. E[amples of
these three diYisions can be seen in the
brutal plights against black and broZn
people, Zomen suffering and human
trafficking, unequal housing and Zages,
and the fight for Yoter re]oning. The
ansZer that Paul gaYe back then is the
same ansZer noZ: When God sees us, He
sees us through the lens and blood of
Christ, His Dear Son; therefore there are
NO DIVISIONS or INJUSTICES!

   During this AdYent season, Ze must
endeaYor to be one Zith Christ so that Ze
can Zalk in unconditional loYe and liYe
be\ond the temptation to be culturall\ or
sociall\ biased. During this AdYent season,
Ze must endeaYor to honor God Zith pure
Zorship so that the aroma ma\ be sZeet
and not polluted b\ negatiYe thoughts. 
 During this adYent season, Ze must
endeaYor to Zalk b\ faith and knoZ
righteousl\ that God sees all, knoZs all,
has not forsaken His people, and Zill
aYenge injustices in His Season. During
this AdYent season, Ze Zill endeaYor to
posture ourselYes to Zait on Him as Ze
seek to prosper our intimate relationship
Zith Christ. Our humble dail\ outcr\ should
be: "Lord, help me to be JUST so that I ma\
see JUSTICE through \our e\es and
heart."

East Durham



    Mar\ Did You KnoZ³ is one song that I loYe to hear as the Christmas season nears. It
is a song filled Zith the realit\ and hope of our SaYior's birth. Godµs loYe chose to send
Jesus to earth through a \oung girl Zho Zas of no great importance, to be born in one of
the most humble Za\s possible in a barn, in a manger.  When I think of the loYe of a
mother as she holds her bab\, as she smells the neZness of possibilities for her little
one,  holding her heart as she imagines releasing them into this Zorld; I Zonder Zhat
Zere the hopes and dreams of the mother of Tra\Yon Martin, Sandra Bland, Breonna
Ta\lor, Ahmaud Arber\, George Flo\d and all betZeen, l cr\ Zith the mothers Zho
struggled to bring their children to a place of opportunit\ and safet\ onl\ to haYe them
snatched aZa\.  I pra\ for the mothers of all the McDougald Terraces of the Zorld.  I
pra\ that \ou neYer giYe up. Jesus comes as a sZeet bab\ and groZs up to become a
saYior.  As the forces of this Zorld put his unjustified death on displa\ he rises from the
graYe Zith all poZer and authorit\ in his hands. His death and resurrection are the
beginning of a moYement that Zill neYer end. Luke reminds us Jesus Zas sent b\ God to
share the good neZs of Godµs loYe to the poor,  to set free those Zho are captiYe. He
came to lift the oppressed and to help us see Godµs loYe and Zill for our liYes Zith clear
sight.

East Durham



When Ze speak of Christmas Ze often
stop Zith the birth of Jesus. The stories
about Anna and Simeon Zho Ze
encounter in the Gospel of Luke are less
popular, but I find them to be such a
treasure for our stud\ of the life of
Jesus! Anna and Simeon liYe their liYes
inside the temple, and Zhen the\ meet
Jesus, the\ haYe been there Yer\ long
time. I Zonder sometimes if that got
lonel\, as sometimes Christmas can get
a little lonel\, especiall\ this \ear.
Perhaps \ou are celebrating ph\sicall\
alone, perhaps alone in spirit. You ma\
be separated from dear famil\ and
friends. Perhaps \ou do not feel as
though \ou belong to a famil\. Perhaps
Christmas Da\ is a lonel\ time for \ou
eYer\ \ear.
And \et, Jesus has come for the lonel\,
for those Zho haYe been rejected from
eYer\ famil\, for those Zho liYe in the
temple aZaiting the goodness of heaYen
to arriYe. 



For a moment, let us belieYe that Ze belong
to God more than to an\one else. If \ou are
alone or lonel\ this Christmas season, I
encourage \ou to seek the face of the
Messiah, eYen if it stings to look. Find Jesus
reaching out to \ou through the friendship of
others, the comfort silence can bring, or
eYen, through the stories of those Zho
Zaited faithfull\ in the temple. Jesus is full\
present Zith us in our loneliness, in bod\
and spirit, something Ze knoZ because he
came to earth to be Zith us. The incarnation
is radical closeness...the opposite of
loneliness.
Jesusµ name Emmanuel means God Zith
us. Jesus our mother, brother, sister and
friend. Jesus belongs to us, and Ze to him.
Who is Jesusµ mother? You are. Who is
Jesusµ brother? You. Who is Jesusµ closest
relatiYe? You m\ friend, are Jesusµ closest
of kin.
God Zith us. 
Amen.





Healiȁg
Maddie BȲeeȺ
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The mission of DurhamCares is to foster collaboration, develop
leaders and educate the people of our city to care for their

neighbors in holistic ways.

We are motivated and guided by the life and work of Jesus Christ.
We listen to all voices, particularly those on the margins.

We value collaboration that is inclusive, equitable and holistic.
We educate, train and equip others.

Learn more at www.durhamcares.org.


